
From: Jessica.Winter@noaa.gov
To: Hayter, Earl ERDC-CHL-MS
Cc: Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Bob Dexter; Chip Humphrey/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Re: LWG Chemical Fate and Transport Model Summary of June 8th Conference Call with EPA
Date: 06/17/2010 12:22 PM

Hi Eric and everyone,
Sorry I am late on this-- just catching up on things after getting back from the gulf. 

I thought that on the phone when we talked presenting model results on smaller spatial scales we 
specified reaches that were 1/2 mile in length divided into nearshore vs channel, but their item 1 
on page 1 says 1 mile reaches. Am I remembering incorrectly? What do you guys think? For the 
smallmouth bass, the food web model looks at concentrations that are an average of all the 1-mile 
reaches containing the sampling location, which ends up being a weighted average of the 2 mile 
area around the sample with points near the sample weighted higher, so assessing the model on a 
1/2 mile scale might tell us more about what is going on. For sculpin, the FWM uses 1/10 mile 
spatial scales, so that seems to require us to assess model performance on scales smaller than 1 
mile. For other species the FWM uses sitewide averages, so that's not an issue.
Jessica

This seems fine to me.  One small point to mention.  In LWG's summary of the
conf call to comment number 6, they include the following sentence in their
write-up: "EPA also
acknowledged that a vertically averaged model is the most appropriate
approach for modeling this system."  I would have worded this as 'a
vertically averaged model is an acceptable approach for modeling this
system'.  A 3D model, when computationally possible, would always be 'the
most appropriate approach' since even unstratified water bodies have vertical
gradients in velocity and transported constituents.  Maybe this is just the
modeling bias of a nerdy engineer surfacing.  This is just a minor comment
for your consideration, and you do not have to ask them to make this change
if you are comfortable with their wording.

Earl
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See the note and attachment below.  Please let me know if the path forward is
acceptable.

Thanks, Eric
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-----
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  Subject:    LWG Chemical Fate and Transport Model Summary of June 8th
Conference Call with EPA                                
 

Chip and Eric -

Please find attached the LWG's understanding of the path forward resolutions
on each of EPA's comments on the chemical fate modeling.  We are proceeding
with preparing the additional information requests and calibrations as noted
in the attached resolutions.  We expect this process to culminate in an
informal working meeting with EPA and Earl Hayter to go over these additional
materials and results in approximately 4 weeks.  At that time, we hope to
gain EPA agreement to proceed with the modeling for the screening of
alternatives.  Please let us know right away if you have any disagreements
with the stated resolutions, as this may impact the 4 week preparation
timeline.

Thank you,
Jen Woronets J
Anchor QEA, LLC
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6650 SW Redwood Lane, Suite 333
Portland, OR 97224
503-670-1108 Ext 24
503-670-1128 Fax
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href="mailto:jworonets@anchorqea.com">jworonets@anchorqea.com</a>  (See attached
file: 2010-06-16 LWG-EPA fate model comment
discussion.pdf)
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